BOROUGH OF RED BANK
COUNTY OF MONMOUTH
RESOLUTION NO. 09-250
RESOLUTION SUPPORTING ASSEMBLY BILLS 405 AND 406 REQUIRING THE SUSPENSION OF STATE AND LOCAL OFFICIALS INDICTED FOR OFFENSES THAT MAY REQUIRE FORFEITURE OF THEIR OFFICE OR PUBLIC POSITION

Mr. Zipprich offered the following resolution and moved its adoption


WHEREAS, in recent years, hundreds of state and local elected and appointed officials have been indicted of offenses, that when convicted, require their forfeiture from their public office or position pursuant to N.J.S.A. 2C:51-2; and


WHEREAS, these crimes and offenses generally concern acts of dishonesty, offenses involving or touching the person’s office, position or employment, and crimes of the third degree or above; and

 
WHEREAS, nearly all of these indicted state and local elected or appointed officials that have been indicted have been successfully convicted of the offenses charged; and

WHEREAS, state laws do not clearly empower state or local governments to suspend the pay and benefits of such individuals while under indictment and many, eventually convicted, continue to collect such pay and benefits at the expenses of the taxpayers while under the cloud of an indictment; and
WHEREAS, Assemblywoman Amy Handlin (R-Middletown) has sponsored Assembly Bills 405 and 406 to suspend such pay and benefits during the pendency of an indictment of a state or local elected or appointed official so that they do not continue to deprive the taxpayers of honest services at a time when they cannot effectively govern or do their job; and
WHEREAS, this legislation provides that should the state or local elected or appointed official be exonerated of the indicted offense, they would be entitled to collect back pay and benefits, if any, from the date of the order of suspension.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Red Bank in the County of Monmouth, State of New Jersey that the Borough of Red Bank supports Assemblywoman Amy Handlin’s efforts to secure passage of Assembly Bills 405 and 406 and requests that the Legislature adopt these measures during this fall’s legislative session and that the Governor sign the same into law.
Be it further resolved that the Borough Clerk forward a certified true copy of this resolution to the legislative delegation representing the Borough of Red Bank and to the Office of the Governor.
Seconded by Mr. Murphy and adopted on roll call by the following vote:

	

	Yes
	No
	Abstain
	Absent

	Ms. Lewis
	( x )
	(   )
	(    )
	(   )

	Mr. Zipprich
	( x )
	(   )
	(    )
	(   )

	Mr. DuPont
	( x )
	(   )
	(    )
	(    )

	Ms. Horgan
	( x )
	(   )
	(    )
	(   )

	Ms. Lee
	( x )
	(   )
	(    )
	(    )

	Mr. Murphy
	( x )
	(   )
	(   )
	(   )


Dated:  November 9, 2009
