2020 Annual Report

Executive Summary
The Red Bank Environmental Commission (RBEC) was established by ordinance in 1990 and is comprised of
volunteer Red Bank residents appointed by the Mayor and is consistent with NJ state laws creating
environmental commissions.
RBEC advises the Mayor, Borough Council, Business Administrator, and municipal department heads on
environmental issues that may affect the natural resources and inhabitants of the community including, but
not limited to, solid waste management and recycling, energy conservation and renewable energy, storm
water management, preservation and use of parks and open spaces, clean water resources, and protection of
flora, fauna, soil, and landscape throughout the Borough. Additionally, the commission reviews and
comments on the building and development applications for the Planning and Zoning Boards.
RBEC met once a month in person through March, when in-person meetings were replaced by online Zoom
meetings due to the COVID-19 pandemic. All RBEC meetings were opened to the public as we encouraged
public participation and action in our discussions, programs, and projects.
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The RBEC renewed its two sub-committees, Green Team (GT) and Creative Team (CT), to collaborate on RBEC
projects and events throughout the year, and in keeping with Sustainable Jersey’s community partnership and
outreach best practices.
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RBEC Activities and Accomplishments
2020 was a year with many challenges and, as a result, several RBEC initiatives were placed on hold. Despite
the pandemic, RBEC and the Green Team were productive.

Plan Reviews:
Reviewed dozens of building plans and presented comments to the Municipal Planning and Zoning Boards for
best environmental practices. RBEC often suggested increased open space and setbacks, rain gardens,
increased use of native trees and plants, use of pervious materials replacing commonly used asphalt and use
of green building practices when possible. Some of the plans reviewed in 2020 include:
o 120 Monmouth St – new 38-unit apartment building
o 112 Catherine St- subdivision of a single-family home to create two homes
o 87 Washington St- rebuild a single-family home destroyed by fire
o 70 Locust Av- subdivide a lot and build 2 new homes. Existing home to remain
o 63 Riverside Av- Proposed 2 story apartment building
o 1 Marine Park – Zoning application to install a 2000 Gallon Gas Tank at Irwin Marine

Ordinances and Resolutions
The EC provided support for the following ordinances and resolutions:
o

Ordinance 2020-19: authorizes the establishment of a Community Energy Aggregation (CEA) Program that creates an
option for 100% regionally sourced renewables
o

http://www.redbanknj.org/DocumentCenter/View/11259/2020-19

o

The CEA must be fully implemented within one (1) year of the passage of this ordinance. Request for
proposals for electricity generating services must state that no contract will be awarded unless it has an
option for customers to opt up to 100% renewable electricity and a minimum percentage of renewable
electricity for all program participants of:
• 30% from program inception through December 31, 2021;
• 40% from January 1, 2022 through December 31, 2023;
• 50% from January 1, 2024 through December 31, 2025;
• 65% from January 1, 2026 through December 31, 2027;
• 80% from January 1, 2028 through December 31, 2029; and
• 100% after December 31, 2029.

o Resolution 20-134: opposing the Northeast Supply Enhancement Project
o Resolution 20-257: urging the State of New Jersey to hold fossil fuel companies accountable for climate change
resilience costs

Grants
o Maintained a shared spreadsheet where members can add grant ideas. The EC also participated in
discussions of grants with the Borough.
o Successful grants with EC participation in 2020 were:
o A library grant for resilient communities
o Raingarden grant at the fire station on Spring St as part of the Navesink River Protection Project
o Solar Panels at Count Basie fields

Education and Community Outreach
RBEC, the Green Team and the Creative Team participated in several community events. RBEC held several
community educational workshops and participated in community events for the residents of Red Bank and
neighboring townships. Our workshops and events were developed and executed to improve the health and
well-being of our citizens and municipal employees as well as to inform the public of improved environmental
and sustainable quality of life issues.
All events were promoted on the RBEC website page, Red Bank Borough events calendar, RBEC Facebook page
and in local online and press media. Library events were also promoted by the Red Bank Library via online,
newsletters and traditional media.

Red Bank 3rd Annual Earth Day/Green Fair
RBEC and the Green and Creative Teams, in partnership with the Red Bank Middle School, prepared for a
Green Fair located at the Red Bank Middle School. The Green Team led this effort. The theme was Break Up
with Plastics. Vendors and Sponsors were being recruited. Unfortunately, this effort came to a halt due to the
Coronavirus outbreak and plans were indefinitely postponed.

Plastic Bag Ban Education
The Borough of Red Bank created a plastic bag, polystyrene and straw ban via ordinance (2019-41) in August
2019 with an effective date of September 2020. The EC and Green Team created flyers to educate businesses
and residents about the ban. In August 2020 EC/Green Team members went to businesses around town to
remind them of the start date of the ban.

Collaboration with Other Organizations
The Red Bank Public Library
o The Green Team collaborates with the Red Bank Public Library with monthly topics on sustainability for
its Sustainable Red Bank Series. Topics covered were:
o January -- Climate Science 101
o February -- What are climate change's costs, and how are we paying for them
o April- Zero Waste Workshop
o August- How to talk to people about Climate Change
o September- Planting a Fall Vegetable Garden
o October- Understanding Eco-Anxiety

Sustainable Jersey Monmouth Hub
•
•
•

Environmental Commission members actively participate in the bimonthly meetings where county
green teams come together and discuss topics and share actions in their community.
Red Bank hosted one of the meetings and discussed Red Bank’s approach to the Plastic Bag Ban.
Red Bank also co-hosted a collaborative event with the Monmouth, Ocean and Atlantic-Cape May Hubs
- ‘ Reducing Carbon Emissions for Heating and Cooling with Heat Pumps’

RiverCenter
Members of the Red Bank Environmental Commission assisted RiverCenter with the maintenance of
flowerpots placed throughout the downtown business district spring through fall.

Memberships
•
•

Red Bank is a signatory to the U.S. Conference of Mayors Climate Protection Agreement.
RBEC is a member of the Association of New Jersey Environmental Commissions (ANJEC).

