
PROCLAMATION 
  

 

WHEREAS, PRESIDENT ABRAHAM LINCOLN SIGNED THE EMANCIPATION 

PROCLAMATION ON JANUARY 1, 1863, DECLARING THE SLAVES IN 

CONFEDERATE TERRITORY FREE, PAVING THE WAY FOR THE PASSING OF 

THE 13TH AMENDMENT WHICH FORMALLY ABOLISHED SLAVERY IN THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; AND  

WHEREAS, WORD ABOUT THE SIGNING OF THE EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION WAS 

DELAYED SOME TWO AND ONE HALF YEARS, TO JUNE 19, 1865, IN 

REACHING AUTHORITIES AND AFRICAN-AMERICANS IN THE SOUTH AND 

SOUTHWESTERN UNITED STATES; AND  

WHEREAS, EMANCIPATION DAY OBSERVATIONS ARE HELD ON DIFFERENT DAYS IN 

DIFFERENT STATES IN THE SOUTH AND SOUTHWEST, AND IN OTHER PARTS 

OF THE NATION; AND  

WHEREAS, JUNE 19TH HAS A SPECIAL MEANING TO AFRICAN-AMERICANS, AND IS 

CALLED "JUNETEENTH" COMBINING THE WORDS JUNE AND NINETEENTH, AND 

HAS BEEN CELEBRATED BY THE AFRICAN-AMERICAN COMMUNITY FOR 

OVER 150 YEARS; AND  

NOW, THEREFORE, I, PASQUALE MENNA, MAYOR OF THE BOROUGH OF RED BANK DO 

HEREBY DECLARE JUNE 19, 2020 JUNETEENTH IN THE BOROUGH OF RED 

BANK AND URGE ALL CITIZENS TO BECOME MORE AWARE OF THE 

SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS CELEBRATION IN AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY AND 

IN THE HERITAGE OF OUR NATION AND CITY.  

 

 

 

        ______________________________ 

                               PASQUALE MENNA 

                                 MAYOR 


