
PROCLAMATION 
BOROUGH OF RED BANK 

WHEREAS, CHILDHOOD CANCER IS THE LEADING CAUSE OF DEATH BY DISEASE IN CHILDREN, AND; 

WHEREAS, 1 IN 285 CHILDREN IN THE UNITED STATES WILL BE DIAGNOSED BY THEIR 20TH BIRTHDAY, AND; 

WHEREAS, 43 CHILDREN PER DAY OR 15,780 CHILDREN ARE DIAGNOSED WITH CANCER ANNUALLY IN THE 

U.S., AND; 

WHEREAS, THERE ARE APPROXIMATELY 40,000 CHILDREN ON ACTIVE TREATMENT AT ANY GIVEN TIME, AND; 

WHEREAS, THE AVERAGE AGE OF DIAGNOSIS IS 6 YEARS OLD, COMPARED TO 66 YEARS FOR ADULTS’ 

CANCER DIAGNOSIS, AND; 

WHEREAS, 80% OF CHILDHOOD CANCER PATIENTS ARE DIAGNOSED LATE AND WITH METASTATIC DISEASE, 

AND; 

WHEREAS, ON AVERAGE THERE’S BEEN A 0.6 PERCENT INCREASE IN INCIDENCE PER YEAR SINCE THE MID 

1970’S RESULTING IN AN OVERALL INCIDENCE INCREASE OF 24 PERCENT OVER THE LAST 40 YEARS, AND; 

WHEREAS, TWO-THIRDS OF CHILDHOOD CANCER PATIENTS WILL HAVE CHRONIC HEALTH CONDITIONS AS A 

RESULT OF THEIR TREATMENT TOXICITY, WITH ONE QUARTER BEING CLASSIFIED AS SEVERE TO LIFE-

THREATENING, AND; 

WHEREAS, APPROXIMATELY ONE HALF OF CHILDHOOD CANCER FAMILIES RATE THE ASSOCIATED FINANCIAL 

TOXICITY DUE TO OUT-OF-POCKET EXPENSES AS CONSIDERABLE TO SEVERE, AND; 

WHEREAS, IN THE LAST 20 YEARS ONLY FOUR NEW DRUGS HAVE BEEN APPROVED BY THE FDA TO 

SPECIFICALLY TREAT CHILDHOOD CANCER, AND; 

WHEREAS, THE NATIONAL CANCER INSTITUTE RECOGNIZES THE UNIQUE RESEARCH NEEDS OF CHILDHOOD 

CANCER AND THE ASSOCIATED NEED FOR INCREASED FUNDING TO CARRY THIS OUT; 

WHEREAS, HUNDREDS OF NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS AT THE LOCAL AND NATIONAL LEVEL INCLUDING THE 

AMERICAN CHILDHOOD CANCER ORGANIZATION ARE HELPING CHILDREN WITH CANCER AND THEIR FAMILIES 

COPE THROUGH EDUCATIONAL, EMOTIONAL AND FINANCIAL SUPPORT, AND; 

WHEREAS, RESEARCHERS AND HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS WORK DILIGENTLY DEDICATING THEIR 

EXPERTISE TO TREAT AND CURE CHILDREN WITH CANCER, AND; 

WHEREAS, TOO MANY CHILDREN ARE AFFECTED BY THIS DEADLY DISEASE AND MORE MUST BE DONE TO 

RAISE AWARENESS AND FIND A CURE. 

NOW THEREFORE, I, PASQUALE MENNA, MAYOR OF THE BOROUGH OF RED BANK, DO HEREBY PROCLAIM 

SEPTEMBER 2020 AS CHILDHOOD CANCER AWARENESS MONTH IN THE BOROUGH AND COMMEND THE 

FAMILIES, FRIENDS, PROFESSIONALS, AND COMMUNITIES WHO LEND THEIR STRENGTH TO CHILDREN FIGHTING 

PEDIATRIC CANCER IN HOPES THAT THEIR COURAGE AND COMMITMENT WILL CONTINUE TO MOVE US TOWARD 

NEW CURES, HEALTHIER OUTCOMES, AND A BRIGHTER FUTURE FOR AMERICA'S YOUTH. 

 

 

 

        ______________________________ 

                               PASQUALE MENNA 

                                  MAYOR 


