PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, THE BOROUGH OF RED BANK IS COMMITTED TO ENSURING THE SAFETY AND SECURITY OF ALL THOSE
LIVING IN AND VISITING OUR BOROUGH; AND

WHEREAS, FIRE IS A SERIOUS PUBLIC SAFETY CONCERN BOTH LOCALLY AND NATIONALLY, AND HOMES ARE
THE LOCATIONS WHERE PEOPLE ARE AT GREATEST RISK FROM FIRE; AND

WHEREAS, HOME FIRES KILLED MORE THAN 2,630 PEOPLE IN THE UNITED STATES IN 2017, ACCORDING TO THE
NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION® (NFPA®), AND FIRE DEPARTMENTS IN THE UNITED STATES
RESPONDED TO 357,000 HOME FIRES; AND

WHEREAS, COOKING IS THE LEADING CAUSE OF HOME FIRES IN THE UNITED STATES WHERE FIRE
DEPARTMENTS RESPONDED TO MORE THAN 173,200 ANNUALLY BETWEEN 2013 AND 2017; AND

WHEREAS, TWO OF EVERY FIVE HOME FIRES START IN THE KITCHEN WITH 31% OF THESE FIRES RESULTING
FROM UNATTENDED COOKING; AND

WHEREAS, MORE THAN HALF OF REPORTED NON-FATAL HOME COOKING FIRE INJURIES OCCURRED WHEN THE
VICTIMS TRIED TO FIGHT THE FIRE THEMSELVES; AND

WHEREAS, CHILDREN UNDER FIVE FACE & HIGHER RISK OF NON-FIRE BURNS ASSOCIATED WITH COOKING THAN
BEING BURNED IN A& COOKING FIRE

WHWEWAS, RED BANK’S RESIDENTS SHOULD STAY IN THE KITCHEN WHEN FRYING FOOD ON THE STOVETOP,
KEEP & THREE-FOOT KID-FREE ZONE AROUND COOKING AREAS AND KEEP ANYTHING THAT CAN CATCH
FIRE AWAY FROM STOVE TOPS; AND

WHEREAS, RESIDENTS WHO HAVE PLANNED AND PRACTICED A HOME FIRE ESCAPE PLAN ARE MORE
PREPARED AND WILL THEREFORE BE MORE LIKELY TO SURVIVE A FIRE; AND

WHEREAS, WORKING SMOKE ALARMS CUT THE RISK OF DYING IN REPORTED HOME FIRES IN HALF; AND

WHEREAS, RED BANK'S FIRST RESPONDERS ARE DEDICATED TO REDUCING THE OCCURRENCE OF HOME FIRES
AND HOME FIRE INJURIES THROUGH PREVENTION AND PROTECTION EDUCATION; AND

WHEREAS, RED BANK’S RESIDENTS ARE RESPONSIVE TO PUBLIC EDUCATION MEASURES AND ARE ABLE TO
TAKE PERSONAL STEPS TO INCREASE THEIR SAFETY FROM FIRE, ESPECIALLY IN THEIR HOMES; AND

WHEREAS, THE 2020 FIRE PREVENTION WEEK THEME, “SERVE UP FIRE SAFETY IN THE KITCHEN!!”
EFFECTIVELY SERVES TO REMIND US TO STAY ALERT AND USE CAUTION WHEN COOKING TO REDUCE THE
RISK OF KITCHEN FIRES.

NOW THEREFORE, I, PASQUALE MENN&, MAYOR OF THE BOROUGH OF RED BANK DO HEREBY PROCLAIM
OCTOBER 4-10, 2020, AS FIRE PREVENTION WEEK THROUGHOUT THIS BOROUGH. THIS WEEK
COMMEMORATES THE GREAT CHICAGO FIRE, THE TRAGIC 1871 CONFLAGRATION THAT KILLED MORE
THAN 250 PEOPLE, LEFT 100,000 HOMELESS, DESTROYED MORE THAN 17,400 STRUCTURES AND
BURNED MORE THAN 2,000 ACRES. 1 URGE ALL OF OUR RESIDENTS TO CHECK THEIR KITCHENS FOR FIRE
HAZARDS AND USING SAFE COOKING PRACTICES AND TO SUPPORT THE MANY PUBLIC SAFETY
ACTIVITIES AND EFFORTS OF RED BANK'S FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES.

PASQUALE MENNA
MAYOR



